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August 2011 start for UTown at NUS 
Undergrads will live 
and study in pioneer 
residential colleges 
I By LEOW SI WAN 

FROM August next year, students of 
the National University of Singapore 
(NUS) will be the first to find out what 
it is like to study and live in residential 
colleges here, the way students do in 
Oxford and Cambridge in England, 
and in leading liberal arts colleges in 
the United States. 

ing at the end of the year, 
while freshmen will apply 
next year. 

Currently, there are 
7,000 beds at NUS' halls of 
residence and Prince 
George's Park. Accommoda
tion fees for students in 
UTown are likely to be high
er than the $1,000 to about 
$3,000 that hostelites pay 
each semester currently. 

To ease the traffic of stu
dents and faculty between 
UTown and Kent Ridge, a ve
hicular and pedestrian 
bridge spanning the Ayer Ra
jah Expressway will be com
pleted early next year . 

A pioneer here of small-group aca
demic learning in comfortable residen
tial settings, NUS' University Town 
(UTown) will begin with two as-yet 
unnamed residential colleges, each tak
ing in 600 students spanning the aca
demic spectrum of the university. 

UTown will start off with two 21-storey colleges, which will have single and double rooms, a dining 
area, lounges, a community hall and seminar rooms. PHOTOS: NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE 

"The facilities in UT own 
are available to all NUS stu
dents," said Professor Tan. 

Students must gain admission 
through decent grades, an essay and in
terview. 

UTown, on the grounds of the 
former Warren Golf Club in Clementi 
Road, will also have a graduate resi
dence for up to 1,700 students and an 
education resource centre comprising 
a lecture theatre and seminar rooms, 
among other facilities. 

The extension to the Kent Ridge 
campus was announced five years ago 

to allow more students to experience 
campus living. The residential colleges 
combine living and learning, and allow 
interaction with students from all over 
the world. 

Announcing the details at a press 
briefing yesterday, deputy president 
of academic affairs and provost' Tan 
Eng Chye said the residential colleges 
would see students learning and living 
side by side with their professors. 

Undergraduates, who will live there 
for at least two years, will take three 

NUS watching 
museum plans 
THE National University of Singapore (NUS) is 
keeping a watchful eye on plans for Singapore's 
own natural history museum, to be situated at the 
heart of the new University Town in about three 
years. 

The assurance came from deputy president of ac
ademic affairs and provost Tan Eng Chye yester
day, after The Straits Times reported last Saturday 
that these plans, currently helmed by the NUS' de
partment of biological sciences, are facing a fund
ing shortfall of at least $24 million. 

If the team cannot raise the amount by June, it 
might have to look for a new site. Construction of 
the 6,000 to 8,000 sq m building, which will store, 
study and exhibit Singapore's oldest natural history 
collection of animals - 500,000 specimens in all -
is scheduled to start in June. 

But even if the deadline lapses, there will still be 
other sites within NUS to fall back on, said Profes
sor Tan. One possible backup is within the science 
faculty, where the department of biological scienc
es is located - possibly in a new building. 

He also reaffirmed NUS' desire to keep the muse
um within its campus, in a "prominent location" so 
it would be "accessible to everyone, including the 
public". 

"The museum is a very important facility," Prof 
Tan continued, "and it's not easy to raise so much 
money. I have to take my hat off to my colleagues 
who are fighting very hard (to do so)." 

When asked if NUS might top up the shortfall in 
museum-building funds, Prof Tan said: "NUS is 
quite stretched in our resources ... we are trying to 
raise funds from donors ourselves, and we don't 
want to pass costs on to students ." 
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academic modules each year offered 
by the residential college and taught 
on its premises. The six modules make 
up 15 per cent of the 40 modules most 
NUS students must offer. 

The 2l-storey colleges, which cost 
$60 million to $70 million each to 
build, will have single and double 
rooms, a dining area, lounges, a com
munity hall and seminar rooms. 

About 200 to 230 places will be re
served for freshmen, with the rest for 
existing students, who can start apply-

Two more residential col
leges will be ready in 2012, followed 
by a sports complex. The 19ha campus 
will be completed in 2013. 

NUS students are looking forward 
to the opportunity offered by UTown. 

Second-year accounting student 
Sandra Ching, 21, said: "It sounds 
very interesting. I am keen to see what 
it is like, and find out how much it will 
cost before deciding if I will apply to 
live there for my final two years." 
siwan@sph.com.sg 


